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Mission Innovation (MI)  

 
 Background 

 

Mission Innovation (MI) is a global initiative of 24 governments working together to accelerate clean energy 
innovation. Launched in November 2015 on the margins of the United Nations Climate Conference in Paris (COP21), 
MI seeks to support breakthroughs and cost reductions in order to deliver a future global energy system that is clean, 
affordable, and reliable. 
 
MI is focused on collaboration and coordination between governments, industry, and the financial sector. By 
leveraging individual country strengths and by reducing duplication of effort, MI aims to increase the overall cost-
efficiency of public research, development and demonstration (RD&D) expenditures. 
 
Participating countries have committed to double their respective public investments in clean energy RD&D over 
five years. At the 2nd MI Ministerial in Beijing, Ministers launched the MI Action Plan and endorsed four goals: 
 

1) A substantial boost in public-sector investment in clean energy R&D at the national level of MI members. 
2) Increased private sector engagement and investment in energy innovation, particularly in key Innovation 

Challenges. 
3) Many new or strengthened voluntary cross-border networks and partnerships on energy innovation, greater 

engagement from innovators, and accelerated progress in addressing specific Innovation Challenges (IC). 
4) Greater awareness amongst MI members and the wider clean energy community of the transformational 

potential of energy innovation, the progress being made, and the remaining critical clean energy innovation 
gaps and opportunities. 
 

In parallel to the launch of MI in 2015, a group of 29 influential global private investors — led by Bill Gates — launched 
the Breakthrough Energy Coalition (BEC) with a commitment to provide more patient, risk-tolerant capital to 
emerging clean energy technology developers. These investments are expected to catalyze broad business 
participation in the commercialization and deployment of clean, reliable, and affordable energy technologies 
worldwide. 
 
Since its launch, BEC has expanded to include key industrial partners (e.g., GE, Total, Virgin) and has launched the 
Breakthrough Energy Ventures (BEV) fund to accelerate market readiness of technologies coming out of new, 
cutting-edge companies. 
 
On the margins of the One Planet Summit in Paris (December 2017), BEC announced a pilot initiative with five MI 
governments (Canada, France, Mexico, the United Kingdom, and the European Commission), to test and refine a 
new approach to public-private collaboration in order to support low-carbon energy investing.   
 

 MI Structure and Key Activities 
 

Mission Innovation is governed by a 10-nation Steering Committee, currently chaired by Canada and consisting of 
France, India, Australia, Mexico, Saudi Arabia, Sweden, United Kingdom, United States and the European 
Commission.   
 
The Steering Committee is served by a “virtual secretariat,” consisting of officials working from within their home 
countries, on loan from MI member governments. Secretariat activities include tracking the progress of MI goals 
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using performance measurement and success indicators, as well as developing new ideas to amplify clean energy 
innovators.  
 
Also reporting to the Steering Committee are two sub-groups: 
 

1) Analysis and Joint Research (AJR) – The AJR, co-chaired by Canada and India, seeks to identify the most 
critical areas for collaborative projects among MI members. The AJR is advancing eight technology-focused 
“Innovation Challenges” that encourage increased engagement from the global research community, 
industry, and investors. Canada participates in all eight of these challenges, which are focused on: 

 Smart Grids; 

 Off-Grid Access to Electricity; 

 Carbon Capture; 

 Sustainable Biofuels  

 Solar Fuels; 

 Advanced Materials  

 Affordable Heating and Cooling of Buildings; and 

 Hydrogen. 
 

2) Business and Investor Engagement (BIE) – The BIE, currently chaired by Mexico and Australia, works to 
strengthen collaboration between Mission Innovation governments and private sector stakeholders in order 
to share knowledge, foster collaboration, and incent greater levels of private sector investment in the clean 
energy ecosystem. This includes engagement with key partners such as the World Economic Forum and the 
Bill Gates-led Breakthrough Energy Coalition.  

 
In addition to the two sub-groups, a Ministerial Planning Team (MPT) supports the planning and implementation of 
the annual Ministerial meeting. Canada leads the MPT and will host the 4th Ministerial in Vancouver (May 2019).  
 
 


